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„Technologien und Märkte schreiten heute schneller voran denn je", erklärte
Erkki Liikanen, Kommissar für Unternehmen und Informationsgesellschaft, der
die Vorarbeiten für die Initiative koordinierte. „Wir können nicht abwarten, bis
sich die derzeitigen politischen Aktionen der Mitgliedstaaten und der Kom-
mission auszahlen. Es muss ein entscheidender Schritt unternommen wer-
den, um die politischen Hauptaktionen voranzubringen. Daher ist jetzt eine
Initiative eEurope zu ergreifen."
Die Mitteilung verweist auf die Erfahrungen in den Vereinigten Staaten, wo
Unternehmen, die sich mit dem Internet befassen, heute allein schon 2,3 Mio.
direkte Arbeitsplätze bieten, gegenüber 1,6 Mio. im Jahr 1998 - ohne die be-
trächtlichen indirekten Auswirkungen auf die Beschäftigung zu erwähnen.
Die Initiative eEurope wird während der portugiesischen Präsidentschaft von
der Kommission in Zusammenarbeit mit den Mitgliedstaaten durchgeführt. Sie
soll anlässlich der Sondertagung des Europäischen Rates für „Beschäftigung,
Wirtschaftsreform und sozialen Zusammenhalt hin zu einem Europa der Inno-
vation und des Wissens" im März 2000 in Lissabon beschlossen und anläss-
lich der Sonderkonferenz der Minister zur Informationsgesellschaft weiterent-
wickelt werden, die einen Monat darauf in Lissabon stattfindet.
Quelle: Pressemitteilung der Europäischen Kommission - Generaldirektion
„Informationsgesellschaft"
Der Text der Mitteilung ist unter folgender Internet-Adresse abgelegt:
<http://europa.eu.int/comm/dg 13/index.htm> (Textdatei)
<http://europa.eu.int/comm/dg13/com081299_de.pdf> (PDF-Datei)
Kommentare zu der Initiative können per E-Mail eingesandt werden an:
eeL/rope@cec.eu./nf

E B LID A informiert
(Quelle: EBLIDA hot news, October/'November 1999)
Copyright:
Council working group debates draft EU Copyright Directive
The Council working group on Copyright has been holding regular meetings
to prepare an agreement on the draft Directive by the Council of Internal Mar-
ket Ministers. It seems to be extremely difficult to reach compromises over
the text. It seems now that the Finnish presidency will not be able to reach a
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political agreement or common position in this year and that the dossier will
move on to the Portuguese presidency. A status report will be presented at
the Internal Market Council on 7 December. It is expected that the Portuguese
presidency will continue to work along the lines of the Finnish presidency. The
Portuguese presidency plans to reach a political agreement/ common positi-
on in March 2000.

Copyright:
EU expert meeting on copyright in Helsinki
Discussion on questions related to the EU draft Copyright Directive are conti-
nuing during the Finnish Presidency. Some of the central topics were analy-
sed in an expert meeting held on 28-29 October in Helsinki. The themes
discussed in the conference were the evolution of conditions of contracts and
licenses concerning digital use, technological protection systems and rights
management information, liability and the institution of blocking illegal distri-
bution of protected works, and the question of applicable law in the digital
environment. The conference was attended by approximately 200 partici-
pants. EBLIDA was represented by Mr Toby Bainton from SCONUL.

E-Commerce:
Public hearing on electronic commerce jurisdiction and applicable law
Disputes over business or contracts conducted via the Internet often involve
more than one national legal system if only because the parties are resident in
two different Member States. The European Commission held a public hea-
ring on the subject of „Electronic Commerce: jurisdiction and applicable law"
on 4-5 November 1999 in Brussels. The two crucial questions addressed
were:
• Which court has jurisdiction to hear a dispute?
• Which law will that court apply to determine the rules applicable to that dis-

pute?
The discussion focused in particular on the compatibility of the Brussels Con-
vention of 1968 on Jurisdiction and the Rome Convention of 1980 on Appli-
cable Law with the Commission's proposed E-commerce Directive and the
proposed potential revisions of these Conventions in accordance with the
Amsterdam Treaty. In particular, there are special rules covering consumer
contracts: under the Brussels Convention the consumer has the option of
suing his contracting partner in either his own country or in the country of the
opponent. The Commission has drafted a proposal on the revision of this
Convention which is indented to take account of new technological develop-
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ments and to apply the specific rules on consumer contracts to e-commerce.
Suppliers of goods and services fear legal uncertainty since they might have
to defend themselves before the courts in all the Member States in which their
services might be accessible.
The Commission's paper giving background to these questions as well as
more than 50 position papers are available at:
<http://europa.eu.int/comm/justice_home/events/index_en.htm>

Electronic signatures:
The Council of Telecommunication Ministers adopted on 30 November the
Electronic Signature Directive. The Council unanimously approved all the Eu-
ropean Parliament's second reading amendments on the Directive, allowing
the final adoption of this Directive in the form of the common position as
amended by the Parliament. The Directive recognises that electronic signa-
tures have the same legal value as hand-written signatures, under certain
conditions. The Council common position of June can be found at:
<http://europa.eu.int/comm/dg15/en/media/sign/index.htm> (will be updated
soon).
The Council also held an open debate on „The Information Society of the fu-
ture: responding to the challenges of global electronic commerce." This has
to be seen in context with the industry-led Global Business Dialogue (GBD).
Last September in Paris, the GBD held its annual conference where it pre-
sented its first recommendations to governments and international organisa-'
tions as regards future policy framework in the identified fields. Those were
authentication and security, consumer confidence, content/commercial
communications, information infrastructure (including interoperability and in-
ternet governance), intellectual property rights, jurisdiction, liability, protection
of personal data, and tax and tariffs. Although in favour of self-regulation,
Council agreed that self-regulation cannot be a substitute for regulation which
is still needed, in particular in specific areas, for enhancing trust and security,
as well as for the protection of consumers' interests.
For further info on Council: <http://ue.eu.int/> (in Newsroom) and on
GBD: <http://www.gbd.org/>

Culture:
Second reading on Culture 2000 programme
On 27 October, the European Parliament adopted Mr Graça Moura's resoluti-
on which calls for a budget of Euro 250 million for the Culture 2000 program-
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me rather than the Euro 167 million that has been proposed by the Council.
MEPs put on record their strong support for the EU cultural programme as a
means of showing the EU with a human face. But as Mr Graça Moura ex-
plained, there is a dispute with the Council over funding. Mr Graça Moura felt
the Council allocation is a far too small amount for the programme to have a
direct impact on the public at large. He argued that Euro 250 million was a
minimum and was supported by speakers from across the Parliament.
Replying for the Commission, Viviane Reding said she could accept in prin-
ciple most of the amendments for the Culture 2000 programme, with the re-
servation that she wanted to retain a flexible position in view of the
forthcoming conciliation negotiations with the Council. Taking a realistic view
of these negotiations and budgetary regulations, she could not, however, ac-
cept the amendment to increase funding to Euro 250 million.

Education:
Leonardo da Vinci II Contact and Information days
The Commission plans to organise in Brussels on 27 and 28 January 2000 a
major event on vocational training on the occasion of the operational laun-
ching of the second phase of the Leonardo da Vinci programme for the period
2000-2006.
In addition to information sessions on the first call for proposals (2000-2002),
this event will include an exhibition area for finished training products and to
exchange experience concerning mobility programmes. Further information is
available at: <http://europa.eu.int/en/comm/dg22/leonardo/t2000-en.html> or
by sending a fax to: +32-2-295 56 99.

Culture:
Integrating History into the Community's Cultural Action
Further to its approval by the Council of Culture/Audio-visual Ministers on 28
June 1999, the Council of Internal Market Ministers formally adopted on 28
October 1999 the Resolution on Integrating History into the Community's
Cultural Action. The EU Ministers recognised among others that „in addition
to history and arts teaching in schools - which is of the responsibility of the
Member States -, books, television, new media, museums libraries, archives
and film museums play an increasingly important role in communicating hi-
storical knowledge". The Council of Culture Ministers invites the Commission
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• when implementing the Culture 2000 programme (and other funding in-
struments) to give appropriate consideration to projects in the historical
field;

• to ensure that such projects are as pan-European as possible in order to
improve the knowledge and understanding of the history of the European
peoples and thereby making a significant contribution to European co-
operation and integration;

• to strive for close collaboration with the Council of Europe and UNESCO on
historical projects;

• to ensure co-ordination between existing programmes and activities in rele-
vant fields.

The full text of this Resolution can be found in the Press release of the Culture
Council session of 28 June on the Council of Ministers' website at:
<http://ue.eu.int/>

Fixed Book Prizes:
Changes being prepared to German/Austrian Agreement
After having met the European Commissioner for Culture, Ms Viviane Reding,
German and Austrian publisher associations met Competition Commissioner
Mario Monti on 3 November. The latter has given them until mid-November to
bring their book price agreement into line with the European law on competi-
tion. Publishers confirmed they would be submitting concrete proposals to
the Commission very shortly. With Mr Monti, they discussed possible chan-
ges and especially the substitution of the current cross-border system by two
separate national ones.

Council of Europe:
Recommendation on Public Access Points to Internet
The Council of Europe adopted on 9 September a Recommendation that en-
courages Member States to make new communication and information servi-
ces such as the Internet more easily available to citizens, especially by provi-
ding public access points. This is in line with a policy of „universal community
service" and Member States are called upon to invite public authorities and
relevant industries to promote access whilst encouraging individual users to
get connected.
Principle 3 of the Recommendation states: „Member states should encourage
cultural institutions, such as libraries, museums and theatres, to provide ser-
vices to the general public through new communication and information ser-
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vices." And principle 4 reads: „Member states should examine appropriate
ways of financing the implementation of the principle of universal community
service, such as by granting subsidies or tax incentives, mixed public and pri-
vate funding, or private funding including sponsoring." The full text of the re-
commendation is available at: <http://www.coe.fr/cm/ta/rec/1999/99r14.htm>

Enlargement-
European research programmes open to all eleven accession countries
The eleven countries (Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovak Republic and Slovenia) in line to
join the European Union in the next years have signed „association" agree-
ments giving them full access to the Fifth Framework Programme (1999-2002)
for research and technological development. Before accession. This new sta-
ge will allow research institutes, universities and businesses from these
countries to participate in the programme under exactly the same conditions
as institutions from the EU Member States. Research has become the first
Community policy open to these countries to which they much contribute
financially.
In spring, the Commission planned ahead for signature of these agreements
when it published the first calls for proposals under the Fifth Framework Pro-
gramme. These already gave guarantees that the evaluators would treat rese-
arch centres and businesses from the eleven applicant countries on the same
conditions as entities from the Member States. The results of the first calls
show strong participation from these countries in the proposals received. In
return, all these countries have decided to open up their research program-
mes in the fields corresponding to the areas covered by the Fifth Framework
Programme. This association, speeding up integration of these countries into
the scientific and technological community in Europe, forms part of the pre-
accession strategy prepared by the Commission.

WIPO:
Activities in Electronic Commerce
The Member States of the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO)
closed their annual Assemblies at the end of September with the adoption of
a final report endorsing the various decisions taken at the meeting. In the area
of electronic commerce, the Member States welcomed and commended WÏ-
PO's work. They welcomed the work done in the context of the WIPO Internet
Domain Name Process that aimed at curbing the abuse of trademarks on the
Internet. Support was expressed for WIPO's dispute resolution recommenda-
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tions. Delegations also welcomed the convening by WIPO of the first Interna-
tional Conference on Electronic Commerce and Intellectual Property that was
held in Geneva from 14-16 September 1999. The Conference concluded with
the presentation by WIPO Director General of a „Digital Agenda" - a ten-point
plan outlining the focus of WIPO's programme in the field of electronic com-
merce. EBLIDA was represented at this conference by its Legal Adviser Ema-
nuella Giavarra.

Partikulare Konkretion universal zugänglicher
Information
Beobachtungen zur Konzeptionierung fachlicher Internet-Seiten
am Beispiel der Theologie
Christian Herrmann

Kein Informationsmedium ist so sehr dem Wandel unterworfen und wächst in
seinem Umfang so schnell wie das World Wide Web. Allerdings ermöglicht
auch kein anderes Medium ein ebenso hohes Maß an Universalität und Ak-
tualität. Daher ist das Erstellen fachbezogener Informationsseiten durch Bi-
bliotheken eine Aufgabe und Herausforderung zugleich. Einige Beobachtun-
gen zu aktuellen WWW-Angeboten deutscher Bibliotheken im Bereich der
Theologie können strukturelle Grundlinien und -entscheidungen aufzeigen, die
eine exemplarische Bedeutung für die Zusammenstellung virtueller Informa-
tionen mit fachlicher Zuspitzung allgemein haben.1

Es geht hierbei um die sozusagen manuelle Arbeit des einzelnen Fachreferenten in
der Produktion fachlicher Web-Sites, nicht um kooperative und automatische Ver-
fahren wie IBIS und GERHARD (dazu Tröger, Beate: „'Und wie halten Sie es mit der
Internet-Erschließung?': bibliothekarische Gretchenfragen von IBIS bis GERHARD".
- In: BlBUOTHEKSDlENST. - 32. 1998, S. 1922-1930)
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